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Information for Summer Term 2019 

Beech Class – Years 1 & 2:  

 
Teacher: Mrs Norris 

Teaching Assistant: Mrs Butcher 

Theme for the term: Flight 
 

 

http://www.thornford.dorset.sch.uk/classes/beech/ 
 

 

P.E: Monday and 

Thursday  

 

Please note that 
the second PE 
session has 
changed from 
Tuesday to 
Thursday. 
 

PE sessions will take place on Monday and 

Thursday afternoons. The children will do 

indoor & outdoor games/activities, dance 

and indoor gymnastics. Please ensure that 

kits fit and are in school (and all the parts 

are there!).  Children with long hair will 

need hair bands to tie back their hair. If 

your child has their ears pierced, please 

can they either remove their earrings on 

PE days or bring tape to cover them. Thank 

you.  

Music with Mrs 

Young 

 

We will be exploring instruments and 

symbols, timbre, tempo and dynamics. 

Computing 

 
We will continue to use Espresso Coding 

and to program the Beebots to carry out 

sets of instructions, reinforcing our 

understanding of positional and directional 

language.  We will also be learning how 

technology can be used to measure 

temperature and other ways that 

technology is used out of school. 
Art & Design, 

Design & 

Technology (DT) 

 

In Art, we will be working with clay, taking 

our inspiration from ‘The angel of the 

north’. In DT, we will be studying real birds’ 

nests and then creating our own versions. 
R.E. with Mrs 

Brooking 
Our theme will be:  The importance of 

attending a mosque and of Hajj to Muslims 
 

http://www.thornford.dorset.sch.uk/classes/beech/
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English 

 

 

In English, we will be writing our own stories, poems and 

non-fiction texts based on flight and animals that fly, 

both real and fictional.  As always, these will have a focus 

on the technical aspects of writing; correct punctuation, 

grammar and spelling, as well as exploring ambitious 

vocabulary and creative ideas. Don’t forget our class login 

to the website www.oxfordowl.co.uk with its huge range of 

free ebooks and accompanying activities.  Our class 

username and password are both beech (all lowercase). 

Maths 

 

 

We will continue to work with talk partners in our maths 

mastery sessions, to help us grapple with maths problems 

and practise lots of problem solving. This term, it would 

be useful if children could practise coin recognition at 

home (Year 1), and adding coins to make totals (Year 2), 

along with learning number facts such as number bonds 

(pairs) that make 10 and 20 for Year 1 children, and 

securing knowledge of the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables for 

Year 2.  

Science 

 

In Science, we will be reinforcing our knowledge of 

everyday materials, thinking about why they are used for 

particular purposes.  We will also be learning more about 

animals that fly, their life cycles and what they need to 

survive.  We will be investigating microhabitats to see 

what plants and animals we find there, planting seeds and 

looking at the differences between seeds and bulbs. 

History 

 

In History, we will be investigating the history of flight.  

Our school trip (in July, details to follow nearer the time), 

will also focus on this. 

Geography 

 

 

In Geography, we will be learning about simple compass 

directions and thinking about seasonal changes. 

Reading Books  

The reading books your child brings home are homework books, to 

encourage them to become independent readers.  It is particularly 

helpful if they can read to an adult on a regular basis, and their 

home-link books updated accordingly.  We try to check these link 

books daily.  Once they become fluent readers, the children do not 

always need to read aloud, but can instead read a section to 

themselves and talk about what they have read with an adult.  For 

ideas, please see our website. 

 
Children need to read at home a minimum of 3 times a week to earn 

their reading rewards. Please make it clear when your child has 

finished their book (as well as noting other reading), so that we can 

change them.  Thank you. 

 
Show & Tell 

This speaking & listening opportunity takes place on Friday 

afternoons and allows the children to share any ‘news’.  It does not 

have to fit in with our topic.  Please ensure that children do not 

bring valuable or fragile items to school.  Thank you. 

Spellings & Home Learning 

Spelling tests will take place on Friday mornings, and new spellings 

are usually given out on that day, to allow your child a week to learn 

them.  These spellings will also be posted on the website on 
Fridays.  Year 1 children will be given 6 words, and Year 2 children 

will be given 10 words, which will reflect the spelling patterns we 

have been learning in the week and reinforce their class phonics 

sessions. 

 
Weekly home learning activities will usually take the form of a paper 

based activity to return to school. The due date should be clearly 

marked (usually given out on a Thursday for return on the following 

Thursday). If your child needs adult support to complete their 

homework, it is helpful if this is noted on the sheet, so that we can 

see which areas they need to work on in more detail.  Thank you. 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

