
 

Maths 

The children have daily maths sessions as well as 

other opportunities to engage with mathematical 

equipment and practise number skills. We will 

continue to develop counting, addition and 

subtraction skills in a variety of situations as well 

as the recognition of numerals. The Year One 

children will focus on capacity, numbers to 100, 

time, fractions, division, mass, space and money. 

The Reception children will focus on adding and 

subtracting, telling the time, place value (tens 

and ones), 3d shapes, groups of and sharing and 

odd and even numbers. 

 

How can you help at home? 

Encourage them to tell you what one more or one 

fewer/less than a number is, extend this to ten 

more and ten less. 

 

Encourage mathematical problem-solving using 

everyday objects.  

 

Help them to read o’clock and half past times on 

a clock. 

 

Practise correct number formation of teen and 

twenty numbers. 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

(Music, Art and Design Technology) 

Music will be taught regularly as we sing songs and 

explore making music based on the animal theme 

using instruments, focusing on tempo and the 

dynamics of music. The children will be creating 

their own musical notation system. They will be able 

to express their ideas using lots of different media, 

focusing on the form and texture aspects of art. 

They will experience drawing, painting, collage and 

modelling with different materials, including making 

their own natural material sculptures and split-pin 

animal masks. They will continue to do regular Plan, 

Do, Review sessions and they will learn about the 

artist Henri Rousseau and create their own Rousseau 

replica using oil pastels. 

 

Understanding of the World   

(Science, History, Geography and 
Computing) 

We will encourage the children to talk about past 

and present events, including how the environment 

has changed over time. We will be comparing the UK 

to the jungle and the children will be discussing 

rainforests and endangered species. We will be 

studying Diane Fossey. In Science we will be 

describing and comparing common animals and 

identifying and describing the basic structure of 

plants. The children will be using computers, iPads, 

coding robots and apps to do art and design 

activities, coding, using the internet and keyboard 

skills.  
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The children will be learning 

about the animal and plant 

kingdoms. 



 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

We will continue to use our Golden Thread 

‘Treat others how you would like to be 

treated’ so that the children understand the 

importance of good behaviour for not only 

themselves but all the children in the class. 

The children will continue to work together 

in large and small groups as well as with a 

partner to encourage cooperation and 

communication skills. They will be taking 

turns and learning to share fairly and 

further developing their independence ready 

to start either Year 1 or Year 2 next year. 

 

 
 

 

Religious Education 
 

This term we will be learning about Judaism, 

particularly Shabbat and Chanukah. The 

children will learn how Jewish people 

celebrate and show their commitment to God 

via stories, role-play, videos and looking at 

artefacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy (Reading and Writing) 

The children will continue to have daily phonic 

sessions. In Reception they have moved into 

Phase 4 of the Letters and Sounds phonics 

programme which focuses on the children 

reading and spelling words containing adjacent 

consonants and polysyllabic words. The 

children’s repertoire of key words, some of 

which cannot be sounded-out phonetically and 

must be learnt by visual recognition, will 

continue to grow this term. When your child 

writes at home please do not worry if the 

words do not ‘look right’, for example, if they 

write time as tighm this is brilliant because 

they are using their phonic knowledge of the 

igh sound and are applying it in their writing. 

 

Year 1 children will continue on Phase 5 of the 

phonics programme, learning alternative sounds 

and will be working on applying this knowledge 

independently when they are writing. 

 

The children will be exploring stories with 

imaginary settings, recounts, information texts 

and poetry this term, with an author study on 

Roald Dahl. 

 

How can you help at home? 

Read my book with me regularly and ask me  

questions about the story to encourage me to  

remember and think about the characters and 

events in the story.  

 

Year 1 children should also practise their 

spellings every day. 

Physical Development 

Our PE sessions will take place on Thursday 

and Friday afternoons. Please ensure your 

child has their named PE kit in school at all 

times, particularly after any after-school PE-

type activities! There will be a focus on ball 

games, striking and fielding, balance and 

movement in gymnsatics. Also, there will be a 

focus on athletics, running, hurdles and relay 

strategies. We will continue to develop fine 

motor skills by providing a range of activities 

such as patterning, threading, modelling with 

dough and cutting activities. 

 

Communication and Language 

There will be lots of opportunities for the 

children to express their ideas, show work and 

recount events, including the weekly Show and 

Tell. We will be encouraging children to listen 

attentively and respond by discussing ideas 

and asking questions. The children will be 

interacting with their peers in play situations 

where they will continue to develop their 

language skills and imagination to recreate 

roles and experiences, including ‘hot seating’ 

(answering questions in role as a character). 

Our role play area will be animal-themed. 
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