


 



Gust becos I cud not spel 

It did not mean I was daft 

When the boys in school red my 
riting 

Some of them laffed 
  

                                          Brian Patten 

 



Why learn to spell – does it matter? 

• We often judge people’s intelligence on how 
well they spell.   

• We often judge how well our child is doing 
based on how well they spell 

• Media response to spelling 

 

Aim: Increase children’s self-esteem as writer 

 

 



Spelling Lists 

• Based on a general patterns 

• From personal spellings banks/journals 

• In context, in studied texts 

 

 



Teaching Spelling 

LSTCWC 
Look  
Say  

Trace 
Cover  
Write  
Check 





Activities at Home 
• Word searches  
• Investigations 
• Story writing including the words  
• Crosswords  
• Registration words 
• Long Words e.g. Constantinople, Christmas – make as many 

words as possible  
• Scrabble  
• Boggle  
• Link to handwriting  
• Jigsaw 
• Type on computer 



How we teach SPaG 

• As a part of an English lesson or as a 
starter/plenary activity 

• Where-ever possible, in context, through the 
Language and Literacy scheme 

• Discretely, for occasional lessons to introduce 
or consolidate skills.  

 



http://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language/2014/sep/04/mind-your-language-commas


Acorn Class 
Reception and Year 1 



Speech is first stage – modelling 
 
Confidence to speak aloud 
 
Tense – “I did go...”  

 

 

 

 

Speech and Confidence  



Phonics 
 

• Individual letter sounds and names 
 

• Digraphs and trigraphs 
 

• Robot arms 
 

• Sound buttons and digraph lines 
 

• Tricky words 



Year One 

• Spelling tests 

 

• VCOP – Doctor Punctuation 

 

• Mnemonics 

 

• “Think like a reader”  

 



Beech Class 
 

Year 1 and 
2 



What’s new in Year 1 and 2?   

• Spelling is particularly important, especially adding suffixes.  We also 
continue to build on phonic knowledge from the previous year’s learning, 
working towards knowing 40 + phonemes and their corresponding 
graphemes. 

• Children need to know what technical terms such as contractions, 
expanded noun phrases, prefixes, suffixes and conjunctions mean as well 
as use them in their writing. 

• In Year 2, to be at the age related expectation, children need to recognise 
and use four different sentence types, punctuating them correctly. 

• Punctuation requirements have changed, for example, speech marks are 
no longer part of the key stage 1 curriculum, but a there is a requirement 
for greater security in the use and understanding of . ? ! , and ‘ with capital 
letters for proper names, the pronoun I and the beginning of sentences. 
 

How do we make this part of a fun and creative curriculum? 



How do we teach spelling and 
grammar in Year 1 and 2?   

• SPAG is integrated in all writing wherever possible, for example in 
investigating how Christmas has changed since our parents and 
grandparents were young, we have practised writing questions with 
the correct punctuation and tricky words such as when, where and 
who.  

• We continue to use success criteria to help children to understand 
the skills, including the SPAG elements, that they need to include in 
their writing.  Children evaluate their own work before we mark it, 
to give them opportunities to notice mistakes and improve. 

• We use short videos from Espresso as starters and play lots of 
games including find the teacher’s mistake, cut, stick and match and 
investigating printed books for examples of different spelling rules. 
Occasionally we dictate simple sentences.  This is part of the NC for 
Year 1. 
 





How do we teach phonics and 
handwriting in Year 1 and 2? 

• In common with Acorn class, we use our knowledge of phonics to help 
with both reading and spelling.  Both classes provide weekly spelling 
homework sheets.  All Year 1 children take a statutory phonics check in 
June, which assesses their ability to segment and blend real and pseudo 
words. 

• We enjoy watching Geraldine the Giraffe and playing phonics games such 
as DJ Cows and Phonics play on the computer to help our learning.  We 
also use silly sentences to help with spelling tricky words, e.g. because. 

• We have several discrete handwriting sessions each week, with 
demonstrations of how to form and join letters correctly, including talking 
through the process, to encourage children to begin their letters in the 
correct place. To write a d correctly for example, start like a c, up, down 
and a flick. 

• When letters are formed correctly, children can begin to learn to join. This 
can also help with spelling. 
 

http://mrthorne.com/home/phonics/geraldine-the-giraffe/
http://www.ictgames.com/djCow/index.html
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/




Can you find …? 

• An exclamation sentence. 

• A contraction.  Which words have been 
shortened? 

• Expanded noun phrases. 

• Some examples of words with suffixes? 







Years 3 and 4 

Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar 

 



Spelling 

• We build on and reinforce phonics and 
spelling rules taught in Key Stage 1. 

• Examples include greater detail with rules 
when adding a prefix or suffix. 

• Suffixes to teach include: -ation, -ly, -ous, -ion 
and –ian, as well as the more simple –ed, -er 
and –ing. 

• Prefixes include: in-, un-, dis-, mis-, re-, sub-, 
inter-, super-, anti- and auto! 



Punctuation 

• In addition to basic punctuation, children are 
expected to use commas to split clauses and 
after fronted adverbials. 

• They learn to use the possessive apostrophe 
with plural as well as singular nouns. 

• They use and punctuate direct speech. 



Grammar 

• There is a long list of grammatical terms the 
children are expected to use and understand. 

• These include: preposition, conjunction, word 
family, inverted commas (speech marks), 
determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun and 
adverbial.    

• Children learn to use the present perfect form 
of verbs in contrast to the past tense. 



Fronted Adverbials: 
Under the shining sun, 
Near the icy mountain, 

As I stared at the glistening sea, 
In the moonlight, 

Along the crowded beach  



Can you spot my mistakes? 

• i crept thru the small garden towards a 
glowing light. It sparkeld in the moonlite like a 
dazzling star. What could it be.  



Years 5 and 6 

Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar 

 



Spelling 

• Identifying and practising common letter 
patterns 

• Weekly spelling tests 

• Use of dictionaries, thesauruses and word lists 
in class 

• Creating supersonic silly sentences! 

 





New curriculum  expectations – Year 5 
• Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes e.g.–ate; –ise; 
– 
ify 
• Verb prefixes e.g. dis–, de–, mis–, over– and re– 
• Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, 
that, 
or an omitted relative pronoun 
• Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs e.g. perhaps or modal 
verbs e.g. might 
• Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. then 
• Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time e.g. later, 
place 
e.g. nearby and number e.g. secondly or tense choices e.g. he had seen 
her before 
• Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
• Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 



Modal verbs 

Verbs which indicate degrees of possibility 

 can, could, 

 shall, should,  

will, would, 

 must, might, 

 ought, may, 



 
 

Use of commas to clarify meaning 
or avoid ambiguity 

 
 

• My interests include reading cooking cats and 

cricket. 

• My interests include reading, cooking cats and 

cricket. 

• My interests include reading, cooking, cats 

and cricket. 

 



New curriculum expectations – Year 6 
• Use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a 
sentence e.g. I broke the window in the greenhouse versus The 
window in the greenhouse was broken 
• Use of subjunctive forms such as If I were or Were they to come in 
some very formal writing and speech 
• A wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or phrase, 
grammatical connections e.g. the use of adverbials such as on the 
other hand and ellipsis 
• Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary 
between 
independent clauses e.g. It’s raining; I’m fed up, use of the colon to 
introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists and how hyphens 
can be used to avoid ambiguity recover versus re-cover 
• Punctuation of bullet points to list information 



  Let’s eat, Grandma! 
 Let’s eat Grandma! 

 

 




